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Mexico Hosts the Global Pound Conference Series 

On August 25th, for the first time in Mexico, the Global Pound Conference Series took place, a 
Dispute Resolution and Arbitration Forum. This is the first time that this event takes place in a 
Spanish speaking country, which has a civil law tradition, instead of a common law one.  

The global initiative of the Global Pound Conference Series started in 1976, promoted by the 
Supreme Court of the United States and the American Bar Association, in order to determine 
how to improve the satisfaction of the justice system operators and users. 

The conference was held in the Auditorium Cresencio Ballesteros of the Universidad 
Iberoamericana. The discussion panels were divided in four sessions: “Access to justice and 
dispute resolution systems: what do users use and expect?,” “How does the market address these 
necessities and expectations?”, “How does dispute resolution can be improved?” and “Promote a 
better access to justice: what actions can be undertaken and by who?”, in which important 
panelists participated in order to generate ideas to influence the development of the alternative 
dispute resolution methods in commercial matters. 

During his inaugural speech, Antonio M. Prida Peón del Valle, co-chair of the organizational 
committee of the Global Pound Series Conference of Mexico, thanked the participation of the 
local organizational committee of Mexico, specially its co-chair, Fernando Navarro Sánchez. He 
highlighted the importance of the Global Pound Conference Series given that through an 
interactive dynamic the participants express the real needs of the users, resulting in proposals and 
innovations that contribute to the peaceful solution of disputes generated in the field of business. 

He added that humanity is currently facing the breakdown of paradigms, such as the existence of 
supranational organizations such as the European Union or the usefulness of free trade 
agreements. He also pointed out the state of alert in which Mexico is against corruption, and 
urged the participants to impose new legal models to the government that lead it through the path 
of transparency and equality, in order to make effective the access of all to justice. 

He pointed out that arbitration began as an attractive method of dispute resolution because of its 
cost and duration effectiveness; nevertheless, nowadays it aims to be more expensive and longer 
each day, especially in cases of great magnitude, which makes it difficult for the parties to 
determine, ex ante, the risks they will face when investing in arbitration. 

Antonio Prida emphasized that the impartiality of the system is questioned frequently by users, 
particularly in investment arbitration (between investors and States). He said that another 
challenge that arbitration faces is the tendency of arbitral tribunals to delegate substantial aspects 
to secretaries and assistants, contrary to what is established in international treaties for the 
settlement of disputes, in which it is emphasized that arbitrators should perform their duties in a 
direct manner.  

Finally, he evoked a quotation from Abraham Lincoln’s advice to lawyers, urging those present 
to discourage litigation and recalling that lawyers have the supreme responsibility of becoming a 
good person. 



The opening ceremony was attended by Jose Ramón Cossio Díaz, Minister of the Supreme Court 
of Justice of the Nation, who addressed the issue of access to justice in Mexico and highlighted 
the problems that still persist in arbitration. He stated that within the jurisdictional bodies, 
alternative mechanisms should be pursued. He stated that the Court is one of the best 
observatories to see the law, where certain frequencies, circles and processes can be verified, as 
well as the rates of resolution of the cases. 

The novelty in this act was that the panelists did not offer a conventional conference, because on 
the contrary, they appeared before the audience without a text prepared in advance or a 
premeditated positioning. The dynamic consisted in exposing knowledge and experiences in line 
with the questions and concerns of the attendees. 

The series of conferences will be held in around 40 of the world’s major cities and all positions 
put forward at their venues will be compiled to generate elements of action to nurture legislative 
systems and international treaties, as well as the ideas of transnational groups of chambers of 
commerce. 


