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The Law Society and Bar Council of England and Wales are pleased to welcome you to the first English Law 
Week in Mexico.  

We are pleased to be partnering with the Barra Mexicana Colegio de Abogados, the Asociacion Nacional de 
Abogados de Empresa (ANADE) and the Ilustre y Nacional Colegio de Abogados de Mexico (INCAM) to 
deliver this event. We are also grateful to the Mexican Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain (MexCC) for their 
ongoing support.  

This event is generously supported by the British Embassy in Mexico as part of the Legal Services are Great 
campaign. 

Welcome to 
English Law Week in Mexico Conference Organisers

Law Society of England and Wales
The Law Society of England and Wales is the representative body for over 180,000 
solicitors located in 137 countries. We represent, promote and support solicitors, so 
they in turn can help their clients. We work to ensure that no-one is above the law 
and to protect everyone’s right to have access to justice. We promote England and 
Wales as the jurisdiction of choice and the vital role legal services play in our economy. 
Our dedicated international department supports solicitors and international legal 
professionals by reducing the barriers commonly faced when working in global 
markets.

Website: http://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/international 

Bar Council of England and Wales
The Bar Council of England and Wales represents over 16,500 practising barristers 
in England and Wales. We promote the Bar’s high-quality specialist advocacy and 
advisory services, fair access to justice for all, the highest standards of ethics, equality 
and diversity across the profession, and the development of business opportunities 
for barristers at home and abroad. The General Council of the Bar is the Approved 
Regulator of the Bar of England and Wales. It discharges its regulatory functions 
through the independent Bar Standards Board.

Website: www.barcouncil.org.uk
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 09:00 – 09:30 Registration and refreshments 

 09:30 – 10:00  Welcome and opening of the conference 

   Simon Davis, Vice President of the Law Society of England and Wales
  Andrew Walker QC, Chair of the Bar Council of England and Wales
  Alfonso Guati Rojo, President of ANADE
  Angel Junquera, President of INCAM
  Héctor Herrera, First Vice President of BMA

 
10.00 – 11.30

 Session 1: Brexit – an update and discussion 
  on the implications for UK-Mexico business

  Chair:  Yves Hayaux du Tilly, Partner, Nader Hayaux & Goebel 

  Speakers: Antonio M. Prida, Partner, Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle
   Christian Wisskirchen, Head of International Policy, 
   the Bar Council of England and Wales
   Simon Davis, Vice-President of the Law Society of England and Wales 

 11:30 – 12:00 Tea and coffee break 

 12:00 – 13:00  Session 2: Energy
Discussion on international renewable energy projects, alongside more traditional oil 
and gas projects, and the ways in which UK and Mexican lawyers can best facilitate 
and service the energy sector, both renewable and non-renewable.

  Chair:  Hernán González Estrada, Partner, Norton Rose Fulbright

  Speakers: César Fernandez, Legal Vice-President for Projects and Business PEMEX, AIPN
   Derek Woodhouse, Partner, CMS Woodhouse Lorente Ludlow
   Philip Duffield, Partner, CMS London

Venue:  Hyatt Regency Hotel, Campos Eliseos No. 204 Polanco Chapultepec Mexico City, Mexico, 11560

 13:00 – 14:00 Lunch

 14:00 – 15:00  Session 3: Maritime/Shipping law

The UK is the world’s leading centre for the provision of legal services to the 
international maritime community. This session will therefore be particularly useful 
to Mexican lawyers looking to explore or expand their expertise in this area of law. 
The session will address Charterparty and cargo disputes, marine insurance and 
P & I clubs, and collision and salvage claims.

  Chair: Jaime Soroa, Managing Partner, Meana Green Maura and Co

  Speakers: Alexander Thompson, Barrister, 20 Essex Street
   Jaime López y Porras, Partner, DeForest
   Patrick Battersby, Director, Davies Battersby

 15:00 – 15:30  Tea and coffee break

 15:30 – 17:00 Session 4: International Arbitration 

This session will provide analysis and guidance on the latest guidelines, 
tools and publications from major arbitral institutions; choosing, and getting 
the most from arbitrators; confidentiality and publicity; ethics in arbitration; 
and investor-state arbitration. 

  Chair: Luis González García, Matrix Chambers

  Speakers: Ben Wells, Associate, Pinsent Masons 
   David Allen QC, Barrister, 7 King’s Bench Walk
   Rodrigo Zamora, Partner, Galicia Abogados

 18:30 – 20:30 Networking Reception at the British Ambassador’s residence

Programme Monday 3 September
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 08:30 – 09:00  Registration and refreshments 

 09:00 – 10:15 Session 5: Latest legal developments in Fintech

The session will cover the creation and protection of intellectual property for protect-
ing innovation; a need-to-know overview of Mexico’s new regulatory ‘FinTech Law’, 
the Law of Financial Technology; A comparative analysis of Data Protection laws; 
UK legal and regulatory developments on fintech; Investment and MA.

  Chair:  Simon Davis, Vice President of the Law Society of England and Wales

  Speakers: Adam Beach, Associate, CMS London
   Isabel Davara, Founding Partner, Davara Abogados
   John McKendrick QC, Barrister, Outer Temple Chambers

 10:15 – 10:45 Tea and coffee break

 10:45 – 11:30 Session 6: Financing in London 

Getting the right kind of financing is key to any successful venture. As such, this 
session will focus on funding and access to capital markets, and the floating and 
placement of Mexican projects in London.

  Chair: Rene Acre Lozano, Partner, Hogan Lovells 

  Speakers: Hugo Coetzee, Partner, CMS London
   Jenny Ferron Coronado, Associate, Nader Hayaux & Goebel

 11.30 – 12:45 Session 7a: Combating corruption

This session will be a discussion exploring the ways in which UK and Mexican 
companies can effectively avoid corruption and advise their clients on compliance 
with different domestic and international anti-corruption regimes. 

The areas of discussion will be: how to comply with and undertake effective crises 
management of the new Mexican national anti-corruption system; freezing orders 
and the preservation and recovery of assets; sanctions regime of the multilateral 
development banks in the context of corruption; the UK Bribery Act and its 
implications for Mexican operations of UK companies.

  Chair:  John McKendrick QC, Barrister, Outer Temple Chambers

  Speakers: Alex Haines, Barrister, Outer Temple Chambers 
   Michael Fenn, Partner, Pinsent Masons
   Patrick Duffy, Barrister, 23 Essex Street
   Peter Melleney, Barrister, Sole Practitioner 
   Sergio Huacuja, Managing Partner, HBHM Abagados
  

 12:45 – 13:45 Lunch 

 13:45 – 15:15 Session 7b: Combating corruption case study

Following on from the previous session, this session will be an interactive case study. 
It will take the discussions in the previous session on corruption and apply them to a 
fictitious corruption scenario, to give a practical understanding and demonstration.

  Chair: John McKendrick QC, Barrister, Outer Temple Chambers

  Speakers: Alex Haines, Barrister, Outer Temple Chambers
   Michael Fenn, Partner, Pinsent Masons
   Patrick Duffy, Barrister, 23 Essex Street
   Peter Melleney, Barrister, Sole Practitioner 
   Sergio Huacuja, Managing Partner, HBHM Abagados 

 15:15 – 15:45 Tea and Coffee Break

 15:45 – 17:00 Session 9:  Ethics in the profession

This session will discuss and examine developments in the regulation of lawyers in 
Mexico, alongside a comparison with regulation and ethics of the profession in the 
UK. It will also look at the ways in which UK and Mexican lawyers can work together, 
and how best to verify lawyers’ credentials, both in the UK and in Mexico. 

  Chair: Yves Hayaux du Tilly, Partner, Nader Hayaux & Goebel 

  Speakers: Andrew Walker QC, Chair of the Bar Council of England and Wales
   Barbara Marcen Abascal, Baker & McKenzie Abogados, Chief Compliance Officer 
   Gonzalo Alarcon, Managing Partner, Alarcon Abogados
   Luis Ortiz Hidalgo, Consejo General de la Abogacia Mexicana
   Simon Davis, Vice-President of the Law Society of England and Wales
  

 17:00 – 17:15 Closing remarks

  Delivered by: Andrew Walker QC, Chair of the Bar Council of England and Wales 
   Simon Davis, Vice President of the Law Society of England and Wales

Programme Tuesday 4 September Venue:  Hyatt Regency Hotel, Campos Eliseos No. 204 Polanco Chapultepec Mexico City, Mexico, 11560
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A medium sized company (‘D’) incorporated in the UK is interested in obtaining significant mineral deposits in 
Mexico. D enters into a joint venture with a Mexican mining company (‘E’). D and E have an equal holding in 
the joint venture company (‘DE’). 
Prior to the formation of the joint venture, whilst in Mexico a Sales Manager of D (John Doe) became aware that 
E were negotiating with several other potential partners for the mining operation. In order to ensure the contract 
was awarded to D, John Doe authorised a substantial payment from D to the CEO of E. 

At the time that John Doe authorised the payment, D had a written policy stating it had a zero tolerance 
approach to bribery in the pursuit of its business. The policy was distributed two years prior when first written 
and all employees’ contracts required them to act in accordance with the company policies. 
DE engage an agent to liaise with the federal government on their behalf. In order to ensure the mining permits 
are quickly granted in favour of DE, the agent makes a payment to the public official responsible for awarding 
the permits. 
Over a period of years DE successfully mine and transport the mineral to Puerto de Veracruz for exportation. 
Employees of D are always asked to pay an ‘inspection fee’ at the port in order for the goods to be cleared for 
export. 

Session 7b: Case Study
Potential Offences: 
1. John Doe – offence under section 1 if any part of it committed in UK (section 12(1)), and even if no part of 

offence committed within UK – section 12(4) provided John Doe has ‘close connection’ – i.e. British Citizen 
etc. 

2. Section 7(1)(a) offence of failing to prevent above offence by D – need to look at whether had ‘adequate 
procedures’, discuss what might be adequate procedures in this context. 

3. If Agent is a person with close connection to UK (unlikely in this scenario) – potential offence by them under 
section 6. 

4. If DE incorporated in UK, offence under section 7(1)(b) where bribe intended to obtain advantage in the 
conduct of business, and Agent committed a section 6 offence – irrespective of whether Agent has close 
connection to UK. 

5. Need to also look at the nature of the Joint Venture – is DE performing services for D and was the bribe paid 
with the intention of benefiting D? 

6. Inspection fees:

• Would need to know local law on the fees – genuine payment or bribe? 

• If bribe – potential offences by individual employees of D under sections 1 or 6.

• If offences under section 1 or 6, potential section 7 offence – need to consider adequate procedures defence. 
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Alfonso Guati Rojo
President of the Asociacion Nacional de Abogados de Empresa (ANADE)

Alfonso Guati Rojo is currently the Associate General Counsel in Petroleos Mexicanos 
(PEMEX). He is the founding partner of the firm Guati Rojo Abogados, S.C., 
which has been, for more than 20 years, a highly recognized law firm amongst the 
juridical, entrepreneurial and financial markets due to its high level of specialization 
in litigation in several matters of public and private law, as well as for its ample 
knowledge of the practices, rules of procedure and principles observed by the 
jurisdictional courts, both locally and federally.

He has more than 20 years’ experience in litigation and verbal defence in 
constitutional, civil, mercantile, administrative, fiscal, criminal and corporate law as 
well as preparation of tributary, civil, labour and criminal trials.

He has represented several public entities in administrative matters to sustain the 
validity of administrative acts arising from the acquisition of public works assigned 
by public tender processes. Compliance and termination of contracts under the Public 
Works Law and services related to such. Similarly, he has advised several public 
entities in matters of international arbitration, economic competence, and supplier 
insolvency, among other matters, in order to guard and protect its assets.

Andrew Walker QC
Chair of the Bar Council of England and Wales

Andrew Walker QC, the Chair of the Bar of England and Wales, of Maitland 
Chambers, was called to the Bar in 1991 and took silk in 2011. His professional 
practice is focused on property, company and commercial disputes and professional 
negligence claims in a wide range of business sectors. He was a directly-elected 
member of the Bar Council for 12 years, and before his election as Vice-Chair he was 
Chair of the Ethics Committee and Vice-Chair of the Law Reform Committee. He is a 
Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn, and was awarded the Bar Pro Bono Award in 2009 for some 
of his work with the homelessness charity, Shelter.

Office holders’ biographies
Angel Junquera
President of the Ilustre y Nacional Colegio de Abogados de Mexico (INCAM)

Angel Junquera has a Law degree for University La Salle, with master’s in philosophy 
and Economic Law with wide knowledge in public and private litigation. He´s 
Doctorate Honoris Causa by the Mexican Institute of Leaders of excellence for his 
wide-ranging career.

Since June 2018, he has been President of the Illustrious National Mexican Law Bar, 
(INCAM by the acronym in Spanish); and member of the principal associations and 
Law Bars in México, United States and Europe. He has participated in several courses 
and conferences for distinct public and private Mexican associations. He is co-author 
of the book “Entre Abogados Te Veas” and has been editor in several radios shows 
and newspapers. He is also Associated and Director manager of the firm Junquera 
y Forcada, S.C.; he is Director of the magazines “El Mundo del Abogado”, “Voy y 
Vengo” and recently “El Mundo de la Educación”.

Héctor Herrera
First Vice President of Barra Mexicana Colegio de Abogados (BMA) 

Dr. Hector Herrera is member of the Environmental Law practice group of Haynes 
and Boone in Mexico City. He has more than 30 years of experience practicing law 
in Mexico, particularly in the area of Environmental Law, Water Law, Energy Law 
and Litigation, focused primarily on industries and developments with relevant 
environmental impacts, providing legal assistance and representation for domestic 
and foreign companies doing business in Mexico. He also focuses on legal aspects of 
industries such as mining, chemicals, petrochemicals, hydrocarbons, railroads, food 
and beverages, real estate developments, hydraulic resources and infrastructure. Dr. 
Herrera will become President of the Mexican Bar Association in February 2019.

Simon Davis
Vice President of the Law Society of England and Wales

Simon Davis is a senior litigator at the London office of Clifford Chance after 
qualifying in 1984.

He joined the firm in 1982 and made partner in 1994. He was the firm’s recruitment 
partner between 1995 and 2000 and spent a year as president of the London Solicitors’ 
Litigation Association. He won the 2017 presidential election and will be the first 
magic circle solicitor to take office since John Wotton, a consultant at Allen & Overy, 
who served in 2011-12.

For further information contact the Law Society Press Office on 020 7320 5902.
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Adam Beach, 
Associate, Technology & Media, CMS London

Adam is an Associate in the Technology & Media team at CMS. He has advised on 
several significant projects in the TMC sector, including HP on its acquisition of 
Samsung’s printing business and a media conglomerate on its recent bid for the assets 
of a major film and TV production company. 

He advises clients on media regulatory matters, data protection and on a wide range 
of commercial contracts for leading multinationals. He has written on the Blockchain 
and takes interest in the platforms used to enable FinTech in the UK. He spent 8 
months on secondment at CMS Mexico, acting for SENER in the landmark electricity 
market reforms and for oil majors following the liberalisation of the oil and gas 
industry.

Adam is passionate about corporate responsibility and acts as a mentor for aspiring 
law students. He has taken part in numerous cycle challenges to raise money for 
CMS’s charity partners.

Contact details:
T: +44 20 7367 2817
E: adam.beach@cms-cmno.com

Alex Haines
Barrister, Outer Temple Chambers

Alex specialises in the sanctions regimes (fraud and corruption) of International 
Financial Institutions and the institutional law of international organisations more 
generally. He has been instructed in cases involving more than 25 international 
organisations including the Inter-American Development Bank, the European 
Investment Bank and the United Nations. Alex has represented companies before 
both the World Bank’s Sanctions Board and the Asian Development Bank’s Integrity 
Oversight Committee and, for several years, he was instructed by the Integrity 
and Anti-Corruption Department of the African Development Bank in a complex 
corruption case. Alex, who is fluent in French and Spanish, recently passed the New 
York State bar examination.

Contact details:
Outer Temple Chambers
The Outer Temple, 222 Strand, London, WC2R 1BA
T: +44 (0)20 7353 6381
M: +44 (0)7752 020198
www.outertemple.com  
www.outertemple.com/barristers/alex-haines

Speakers’ biographies
Alexander Thompson
Barrister, 20 Essex Street

Alexander is a junior barrister practising in commercial law, especially insurance, oil 
and gas, international trade, shipping and shipbuilding / offshore construction. He 
regularly appears as part of a team or as sole counsel in the High Court in London 
and in international arbitrations worldwide. He graduated with a Double First in 
Law from the University of Cambridge, placing first in his year in Commercial Law, 
and has a Distinction on the BCL from the University of Oxford. Alexander is a 
keen linguist and has acted for a number of Latin American clients in international 
disputes, often with Spanish documents.

Contact details:
20 Essex Street Chambers, 20 Essex Street, London, WC2R 3AL
T: +44 20 7842 1200
E: athompson@20essexst.com
 

Antonio M. Prida
Partner, Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle

Mr Prida is a partner in the Corporate group. He has experience in a wide range 
of Mexican and international matters, including corporate, commercial, labour an 
antitrust law. Mr Prida has served as advisor to Mexican and foreign investors, 
lenders and creditors in connection with debt and equity transactions, mergers and 
acquisitions, leasing transactions, real estate transactions, joint ventures, transfer of 
technology and distribution agreements, private equity and venture capital, and sale/
acquisition of existing Mexican companies. 

He was appointed the Minister in Europe, by ProMexico, the government-run 
institution responsible for strengthening Mexico’s participation in the international 
economy, in March 2008. As Regional Director for Europe (primarily Western 
Europe), Mr Prida was responsible for opening and supervising its offices in 
Brussels, The Hague, London, Madrid, Milan and Paris. He has been a professor of 
Public International Law at the Escuela Libre de Derecho, of Securities Law at the 
Universidad Oberoamericana in Mexico City, and of Doing Business in Mexico at the 
Western State University of California. 

Mr Prida has participated as a speaker on legal and financial topics in Mexico, the 
United States and Europe. He has written over 90 articles in Mexican and international 
journals and newspapers on legal and financial topics. 
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Barbara Marcen Abascal
Chief Compliance Officer, Baker & McKenzie Abogados

Barbara Marcen is an attorney with more than 20 years of experience in highly 
regulated companies. Her career has given her a multi-faceted perspective that 
covers areas such as: law, compliance, and self-regulation agreements for regulated 
companies, as well as the development of individuals and the creation of high-
performance teams.
With a high ethical direction, integrity and an eye for detail, she has developed a 
number business models and different Compliance programs that adjust to each 
industry but always following calculated steps in order to fulfill the objective. 

Some of the companies where she has developed her career include the following: 
Kraft Foods de México, Santamarina + Steta, Avon, Philip Morris de México, Walmart 
de México, Mead Johnson and Baker McKenzie México.

Ben Wells
Associate, Pinsent Masons

Ben Wells is an Associate in the Litigation Team at Pinsent Masons LLP. Much of Ben’s 
work is in the financial services and energy sectors and is focused on shareholder 
and contractual disputes in arbitration and in the English courts. Ben also advises on 
contentious trust issues on behalf of high net worth individuals.
 
Ben regularly writes articles which have been published in the CIS Arbitration Forum 
and the RAA as well as having featured in articles for the Law Society of England and 
Wales. Ben is a frequent speaker at conferences throughout Europe and Asia.

Cesar Fernandez G.
Legal Vice-President for Projects and Business PEMEX, (AIPN)

César Fernández is currently Legal Vice-President for Projects and Businesses of 
Petróleos Mexicanos. He has led the negotiations and agreements related to the first 
Pemex alliances in deepwater, as well as the first area of mutual interest, joint bidding 
and joint operating agreements that have helped built a partnership between PEMEX 
and other important international players in the oil and gas industry. 

César has advised on the first project in Refinery Auxiliary Services for the Supply 
of Hydrogen and is currently advising Pemex for the Open Seasons on Storage and 
Duct Transportation, as well as the potential alliances for the Pemex National Refinery 
System. César also participates as part of the negotiating team for PEMEX in the 
NAFTA renegotiation and the Free Trade Agreement with the European Union. As of 
April 2018, César acts as Latin America Regional Chapter Director for the Association 
of International Petroleum Negotiators (AIPN), as well as PEMEX representative 
before the Legal Task Force of the Oil and Gas Climate Initiative (OGCI). 

César has a graduate degree from Universidad Panamericana (Mexico) and a master’s 
degree in law (LLM) from the University College London in the UK. César has 20 
years of experience and has worked in Barrera, Siqueiros y Torres Landa (currently 
Hogan Lovells BSTL) in Mexico as well as Nabarro Nathanson in London, United 
Kingdom.

Christian Wisskirchen
Head of International Policy, The Bar Council of England and Wales

After completing his law degrees Christian worked in the field of human rights, first 
for the United Nations in Haiti and subsequently for human rights NGOs in London. 
He joined the Law Society of England & Wales in 1999 where he spent four years 
negotiating practice rights for English solicitors in Eastern Europe and developing the 
EU Lawyers practice regime in England and Wales. 

Since February 2003, he has been responsible for the international relations and policy 
of the Bar of England and Wales, developing and implementing strategies to promote 
the international interests of the Bar, including business development, international 
regulation, and rule of law cooperation with legal professions abroad. 

He is also an alumni “young leader” of the German Transatlantic Institute “Atlantik 
Brücke” and was a member of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s Rule of Law 
Experts Panel from 2004-2008. He is a member of the Executive Committee the Haiti 
Support Group.

Contact details: 
The Bar Council, 289 – 293 High Holborn London, WC1V 7HZ
T: +44 20 7611 1315
E: cwisskirchen@barcouncil.org.uk
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David Allen QC
Barrister, 7 King’s Bench Walk

David Allen QC is one of London’s top commercial lawyers. He is described in legal 
directories by those who have worked with him as a “truly brilliant, top quality, 
heavyweight commercial silk” who is “regularly sought out for his formidable 
advocacy” and for his “quick, clear and thoughtful advice.”  He frequently appears 
as the lead advocate in large international arbitrations and has sat as an arbitrator 
for nearly 30 years. He is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, Queen’s 
Counsel, previously part-time Judge of the Crown Court, quadruple graduate, 
multiple academic and advocacy award winner and author.

Contact details: 
E: dallen@7kbw.co.uk

Derek M. Woodhouse Saavedra
Partner, CMS Woodhouse Lorente Ludlow

Derek is a partner of Woodhouse, Lorente Ludlow, and head of the Energy and 
Infrastructure practice. He has advised the Mexican Federal Government on the 
adoption and implementation of the PFI in Mexico, known as PPS, as well as many 
state governments on passing new PPP legislation and implementing pathfinder 
projects. He has also advised the World Bank, the IADB and various lenders and 
sponsors on the promotion, procurement, financing and implementation of PPP 
policies and projects. Most recently Derek has advised the Energy Ministry on the 
drafting of the Geothermal Energy Law and Regulations, the implementation of 
the Wholesale Electricity Market and the restructuring of the National Electricity 
Commission (CFE). 

Derek worked for five years in CMS Cameron McKenna LLP, based in London, 
advising governments and private companies on the design, financing and 
development of energy and infrastructure projects around the world, such as Russia, 
Turkey, Romania, Hungary, Angola.

Gonzalo Alarcon
Managing Partner, Alarcon Abogados

Gonzalo’s is the founding/Managing Partner of Alarcon Abogados. His areas of 
practice are: Corporate, corporate finance, M&A, financial and stock law, tax law, 
litigation and telecommunications.

He is a member of the Mexican Bar, Association of Lawyers (1994), of the illustrious 
National Association of Mexican Lawyers (1995) and of the American bar Association 
(International Law Associate) (2002).

He has been an associate professor of commercial law at the free School of law 
since 1996 and titular professor of mercantile companies and securities and credit 
operations at Anahuac University (north) since 2006.

Gonzalo was named one of the best 40 lawyers in Mexico under 40 years by the 
English magazine Latin lawyer.

Hernan Gonzalez Estrada
Partner, Norton Rose Fulbright, Mexico City

Hernán concentrates his practice on energy, project finance, public procurement, 
regulatory and antitrust matters. He has extensive experience in the implementation 
and development of infrastructure projects and financing thereof, including public/
private partnerships, for a variety of industries, including power, renewable energy, 
oil & gas, petrochemicals, water, hospitals, toll roads and public infrastructure in 
general. He has participated in numerous transactions, both public and private, 
including projects launched by state productive entities Federal Electricity 
Commission (CFE) and Pemex. Hernán has also represented a variety of public and 
private entities including federal and local governments, developers, contractors, 
lenders and public entities. 

Hernán has been active in advising clients with respect to the implementation of 
innovative projects and structures derived from the set of bills comprising the so 
called “energy reform,” recently approved in Mexico in 2013-2014 in both oil & gas 
and power projects.

Contact details:
T: +52 55 3000 0601
E: hernan.gonzalez@nortonrosefulbright.com
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Hugo Coetzee
Partner, Energy and Project Finance, CMS London

Hugo Coetzee is an Energy and Project Finance partner in the CMS Infrastructure 
& Project Finance team. He has over 20 years’ experience as a transactional finance 
lawyer. He advises private and public-sector clients on strategy as well as the 
acquisition, development, restructuring and financing of projects in the infrastructure, 
energy and natural resources sectors. Hugo works on a wide range of innovative 
and complex energy and infrastructure projects where he represents infrastructure 
and renewable energy funds, senior debt funds, developers, contractors, utilities, 
traditional banking institutions and the public sector. Hugo is head of the Project and 
Asset Finance Group within the international banking practice area group of CMS 
globally and has authored various industry sector articles. He is also a member of 
the CMS multi-disciplinary Clean Energy practice, a market leader in the renewable 
energy sector renowned for its work in electricity market reform and restructurings.

Contact details:
T +44 20 7367 3395 
E hugo.coetzee@cms-cmno.com

Isabel Davara
Founding Partner, Davara Abogados

Isabel Davara is a Partner and founder of the law firm Davara Abogados, a specialised 
Legal Boutique in Information and Communication Technologies. She is an attorney 
at law in Mexico and Spain with a B.A. in Economics and a Law PhD. She is a 
privacy professional certified in Management, Europe, USA and Fellow in Privacy 
(CIPP/E, CIPP/US, CIPM & FIP) by the IAPP. As a professor of law at ITAM in 
Mexico City, and an invited Professor to different Universities, she lecturers in more 
than 300 specialised fora both in Mexico and abroad. She is an author and co-author 
of more than 15 books and more than 100 specialised papers and essays. She is also 
a privacy leader at The American Chamber of Commerce of Mexico and the Legal 
VP of the Mexican Internet Association (AIMX). Isabel is a member of three Mexican 
Bar Associations (BMA, INCAM and ANADE), Spanish Bar Association (INCAM-
Madrid), American Bar Association, International Association of Privacy Professionals 
(IAPP), The Information Accountability Foundation (IAF) and the National 
Association of Doctor of Laws.

Jaime López y Porras
Partner, DeForest

Currently, partner of the law firm DeForest, responsible for the corporate area thereof.
Lawyer, graduated from Escuela Libre de Derecho of Puebla, with 15 years of 
experience in corporate solutions and strategies and in legal consultancy to 
companies. With specialization studies in Contract and Business Law, both at Instituto 
Tecnológico de México (ITAM). A Diploma course on the Legal System of the United 
States at George Washington University in Washington D.C. A Master’s Degree (LLM) 
in International Business Law at University of California Davis. Several articles on 
corporate matters published in the Abogado Corporativo magazine, which specializes 
in corporate and business law matters.

Member of the Consejo de la Asociación Nacional de Abogados de Empresa Sección 
Puebla, Colegio de Abogados, A.C. Founding member of the Asociación Nacional de 
Abogados de Empresa, Colegio de Abogados, Sección Puebla, A.C.

Jaime Soroa
Managing Partner, Meana Green Maura and Co. 

Jaime is a dual qualified Spanish lawyer (abogado) and a Solicitor for England and 
Wales. Jaime joined Meana Green Maura & Co. (MGM&Co) as a partner in April 2015 
after almost a decade working in the City of London both as a solicitor in private 
practice and as a claims handler for two IG P&I Clubs.

Jaime graduated in Law at the University of Madrid- Carlos III- with a major in 
European Law and holds an LLM degree in International Maritime Law from the 
University of Wales, Swansea. He commenced his professional career as a tax lawyer 
in Spain before becoming a shipping lawyer in the UK. After graduating in Maritime 
Law at the University of Wales, Jaime practiced shipping both in Spain and in the UK 
although he spent most of the time in London. His experience in Spain was gained at 
MGM&Co. where he returned in 2015 as a partner.

He is fluent in English, Spanish and is an intermediate speaker of Italian and French.



18 19

Jenny Ferron Coronado
Associate, Nader Hayaux & Goebel S.C

Jenny specializes in securities & capital markets, real estate, banking and finance and 
M&A. As an associate at Nader, Hayaux & Goebel, Jenny has been involved in high-
level transactions, including advising FibraHotel with the establishment of the first 
equity shelf program for a Fibra in Mexico. 

She received her LL.M. in Corporate, Banking and Finance Law from Fordham Law 
School (summa cum laude), having graduated as an attorney from the Universidad 
Panamericana (magna cum laude). Jenny is also a professor of Negotiable Instruments 
and Credit Transactions at the Universidad Iberoamericana.

Previous to joining our firm, Jenny worked as an Analyst at Goldman Sachs New 
York. 

Clients report: “They are very good lawyers who get down into the detail of the matters. 
They are very skillful when negotiating and have an excellent eye for detail when drafting 
the necessary documents. We would also highlight their great client service.”
Chambers & Partners Latin America 2018

Contact details:
T: +52 55 4170 3013
E: jferron@nhg.com.mx

John McKendrick QC
Barrister, Outer Temple Chambers

John is an experienced advisor and litigator in the fields of commercial, regulatory and 
public law. He has a long history of engagement in Latin America. He worked for a 
major law firm in Panama City for three years and has worked in Mexico, Peru, Costa 
Rica, Dominican Republic and El Salvador. He is the Latin American contributor to the 
major textbook Lissack and Horlick on Bribery. He was appointed QC in 2016 at the 
age of 39. He was the Attorney General of Anguilla between 2016 and 2018. A fluent 
Spanish speaker he was worked for the UN, EU, IDB and the British Government 
across Latin America.

Contact details:
Outer Temple Chambers, Strand, London, W1U 5BR
E: jmqc@outertemple.com
T: + 44 (0)7802 417 101

Luis Gonzalez Garcia
Matrix Chambers

Luis González García is a member of Matrix Chambers, London. He specialises in 
international trade and international arbitration. He has been instructed by many 
sovereign states and corporations in international cases. He is a visiting professor 
teaching EU trade and investment law at Queen Mary University of London. He 
has testified in the House of Lords EU External Affairs Committee on Brexit. He has 
been instructed by the UK on trade matters. Prior to joining Matrix Chambers, Luis 
worked in the Government of Mexico where he acted as counsel for Mexico in NAFTA 
cases and negotiator of free trade agreements. Luis has been an external consultant to 
UNCTAD on arbitration and investment policy issues.

Luis Ortix Hidalgo
President Consejo General de la Abogacia Mexicana

Luis Ortiz Hidalgo is the founding partner of the law firm Ortiz, Hernández y 
Orendain, S.C. He is also currently the First President of the Mexican General Lawyers 
Advisory Council. Luis has a wealth of experience in the field of tax law and was 
awarded the ‘Best Tax Lawyer in Mexico by the International Law Office in London 
in 2011. He is a professor in tax law at the Universidad Panamericana and has been 
identified as a leading tax lawyer and highly recommended lawyer in Mexico, by the 
prestigious Practica Law Company, Latin Lawyer 250, Chambers Latin American and 
Who’s Who Legal. He is also a previous recipient of ANADE’s ‘Corporate Lawyer of 
the Year’ award.

Luis has held various Chairman positions in the International Bar Association, 
International Association of Financial Executives Institutes and American Chamber of 
Commerce of Mexico.

Michael Fenn
Partner, Pinsent Masons

Michael is a Partner in the Disputes and Regulatory team of Pinsent Masons LLP. He 
is based in their London office. Michael has wide experience of litigation, arbitration 
and other disputes. These range from multi-million dollar multi-jurisdictional High 
Court claims and multi-million dollar arbitrations through to judicial reviews, tribunal 
matters, banking disputes, shareholders disputes, wrongful trading actions, actions 
for and against directors, defamation, breach of contract, tort and insolvency disputes.
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Patrick Duffy
Barrister, 23 Essex Street

Patrick is an experienced international lawyer who is based in 23 Essex Street 
Chambers, London. As a barrister specializing in multi-jurisdictional matters with a 
criminal law element he has been instructed in high profile cases both as a trial lawyer 
and in an advisory capacity. 

Defending Patrick has advised employees of a major European bank in relation to 
the LIBOR fraud scandal and has a detailed knowledge of trial strategy and risk 
management. In addition, he has also advised clients in connection with the ground-
breaking Serious Fraud Office criminal investigations into bribery at Rolls Royce 
and the allegedly corrupt Barclays Bank capital raising exercise with the Qatar 
government. Patrick also advises overseas regulators on conducting investigations. 

Patrick is frequently asked to speak on financial crime and anti-corruption law and 
has lectured in European jurisdictions, South America and Asia.

Patrick Battersby
Director, Davies Battersby

Patrick Battersby is a partner at Davies Battersby Solicitors which Patrick established 
in the City of London in 1994 with his business partner, Guy Davies. The Practice 
specialises in shipping, insurance and commodity law and acts for clients worldwide 
including in Mexico, Central and South America. Patrick’s clients include Shippers, 
Traders, Charterers, Vessel Owners, Insurance Companies, Recovery Agencies, P and I 
Clubs and Freight Forwarders.

Patrick personally has some 30 years of conducting London Maritime Arbitration 
Association (LMAA) arbitrations (which he feels strongly is a world-class dispute 
resolution service and seeks to promote), as well as ad hoc arbitrations under the 
Arbitration Act 1996. He also has extensive experience of High Court litigation, vessel 
arrests worldwide, injunction applications including worldwide freezing orders, bank 
account arrests, and other forms of ancillary relief.

Peter Melleny
Barrister and Sole Practitioner

A practising barrister with over 8 years’ experience, Peter has particular expertise in 
bribery and corruption. Before joining the Bar, he worked at the Law Commission 
of England and Wales on the reform project which led to the Bribery Act 2010. Since 
January 2016 he has been representing a former government minister in the Turks and 
Caicos Islands on allegations of political corruption. 
Alongside his practice Peter has vast experience training legal professionals, he is a 
certified advocacy trainer for Inner Temple and has designed and delivered training 
for charities and trade unions in England, as well as the Attorney General’s Office and 
defence associations in Somaliland.

Contact details: 
E: law@petermelleney.com
T: +44 7899873750 (UK) 
or +1 6492472669 (TCI) 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/peter-melleney-barrister                                                                                                                         
                                                                                    
www.petermelleney.com

Philip Duffield
Partner, Energy, Projects and Construction, CMS London

Philip is a partner within the Energy, Projects and Construction department at CMS 
with extensive experience of advising sponsors, funders and the public sector on a 
variety of energy and PPP projects in the UK and worldwide, covering a wide range 
of sectors. He has advised on a number of innovative projects, including some of the 
first battery storage projects in the UK, new pumped hydropower projects, and tidal 
projects seeking project financing.

Contact details:
T: +44 (0)20 7367 2090
E: philip.duffield@cms-cmno.com



22 23

Rene Arce Lozano
Partner, Hogan Lovells, Monterrey

René Arce Lozano collaborates with financial institutions, public entities, and rating 
agencies on regulatory and corporate matters and has a well-established mergers 
and acquisition (M&A) practice. His work in structured finance transactions has been 
recognized by legal publications around the world. René counsels clients in structured 
finance transactions, securitizations, project finance, and public-private partnerships 
in the public and private sectors.

He has structured several transactions that finance state infrastructure projects for 
several billion dollars. Additionally, René represents investors in foreign direct 
investment transactions in Mexico and has been recently involved in the enactment 
of several legal reforms in several Mexican States regarding infrastructure and PPPs. 
Additionally, René is part of a global Fintech initiative in which he is actively engaged 
with Fintech players and authorities.

René received the licenciatura en derecho (J.D. equivalent) from the Facultad Libre 
de Derecho de Monterrey and an LL.M. in international business law from the 
Washington College of Law, American University. René is licensed to practice in 
Mexico and in the State of New York.

Representative experience
Has been the lead attorney in several corporate structured transactions for more than 
MXN$5,000M for the development of commercial centers.

Rodrigo Zamora E.
Partner, Galicia Abogados, (BMA)

Rodrigo obtained his law degree at the Escuela Libre de Derecho, and an LL.M. at 
New York University. Rodrigo is the head of the commercial litigation and arbitration 
practice at Galicia Abogados. He is a member of the Mexican Bar Association (former 
Chair of the Commercial Arbitration Committee, and current Second Vice president of 
its Board of Directors) and the Bar of the State of New York.

Rodrigo has participated as counsel, expert or arbitrator in several arbitrations 
conducted under the Arbitration Rules of the London Court of International 
Arbitration, the International Chamber of Commerce, the American Arbitration 
Association, the International Centre for Dispute Resolution, the International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes, the Mexican Arbitration Centre, the 
German Arbitration Institute, and the Arbitration Centre of Mexico City’s Chamber of 
Commerce. Rodrigo is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, the Mexican 
Academy of Energy Law and Mexico’s Arbitration Institute. Rodrigo is ranked as 
Band 1 Leading Lawyer in Arbitration by Chambers & Partners.

Yves Hayaux du Tilly
Partner, Nayder Hayaux & Goebel

Mr. Yves Hayaux-du Tilly specialises in financing, mergers and acquisitions, and 
corporate law and is widely recognised as one of Mexico’s leading insurance and 
reinsurance experts. Chambers Latin America considers Yves a leading lawyer in 
its corporate/M&A, and banking and finance sections; he is also the only lawyer in 
Mexico ranked as a star individual in insurance.

Yves advises multinational clients and foreign investors in financing transactions, 
mergers and acquisitions, and other operations in Mexico and Latin America. He 
regularly advises the subsidiaries of international companies operating in Mexico 
and Latin America and leading Mexican insurers such as Assurant, AXA, BUPA, 
Cardif, Chubb, Dentegra, GNP, MetLife, Principal, Secured Legal Title, The Travelers 
Companies and Zurich. He heads NHG’s pioneering London office, advising 
insurance companies, law firms and other leading international corporations and 
multinationals in their transactions and business involving Mexico and Latin America.

He was the founder of the Mexican Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain and has 
acted as chairman since 2010.
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Ben Stevenson
International Policy Adviser: Americas and Caribbean
The Law Society of England and Wales

Ben is the International Policy Advisor for the Americas and Caribbean at the Law 
Society of England and Wales.

Ben studied politics and international law. He spent five years working as an 
International Policy Adviser for the Liberal Democrats in the UK Parliament and 
two years in Brussels as an EU Policy and Advocacy Coordinator for the conflict 
prevention organisation.

Jessica Crofts-Lawrence
International Policy Analyst, The Bar Council of England and Wales

Jessica joined the Bar Council in April 2014. Prior to this, she studied Law at the 
University of Surrey, where she competed in the Philip C. Jessup International Law 
Moot Court Competition. She is currently reading for a Masters in International 
Relations at the University of Cambridge. Her research is in the field of International 
Criminal Law. 

At the Bar Council, Jessica is responsible for a number of significant policy projects in 
the fields of international business development, international rule of law, and liaison 
and policy work with international legal associations and professional bodies. She 
manages a number of exchange and training programmes for overseas lawyers and 
has designed and organised missions and events in Brazil, Russia and Kazakhstan to 
promote the Bar and the jurisdiction of England and Wales. She has a keen interest 
in international rule of law issues and is responsible for the Bar Council’s flagship 
Annual International Rule of Law lecture.

UK delegation biographies
Natalia Perova
Barrister, Lamb Chambers

Natalia has had extensive court practice including appearance in higher courts and 
the Court of Appeal in her own right. Her prior experience includes dealing with 
commercial cases, general contract law, serving out of jurisdiction, probate and trust 
matters, insolvency and property. She has excellent client care skills and experience 
in dealing with clients of diverse backgrounds. Developed through her earlier 
academic experience, Natalia excels in dealing with complex legal issues or factually 
complex cases. Natalia’s international background and multi-language skills makes 
her particularly happy to accept instructions in international commercial litigation, 
international arbitration and mediation, cross-border insolvency, public and private 
international law.

Stephanie Brown
International Policy Assistant: The Americas, Africa and the Middle East
The Law Society of England and Wales

Stephanie is the International Policy Assistant for the Americas and Caribbean, and 
Africa and the Middle East at the Law Society of England and Wales.

Stephanie holds a first class LLB (Hons) law degree and an MA in Global Politics and 
Law. She spent three years in legal recruitment where she worked extensively with 
UK solicitors and law firms.




