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mexico blocks u.s. exports in retaliation of recent 
u.s. decision to suspend entry to mexican trucks 

Mexico raised tariffs 15 to 20% on 90 U.S. different export products as retaliation against a recent U.S. decision to 
suspend a program allowing entry of Mexican trucks into the United States.  The suspension of the program is 
contrary to a NAFTA arbitral tribunal decision requiring U.S. access to Mexican trucks meeting U.S. safety 
requirements.  Mexico’s retaliatory tariffs are designed to block approximately $2.4 billion of exports into Mexico.  
Products subject to the new higher tariffs include certain types of pastas; wines and other fermented drinks; fruits and 
vegetables (apricots, cherries, strawberries, potatoes, peas, almonds, peanuts, sunflower seeds, onions and pears); fruit juice; soy 
sauce; ice cream; sparkling water; pet food; make-up; shampoo; shaving gel; deodorant; jewelry; china sets; paper and paper 
products; books and magazines; notebooks; pens; pencils and markers; certain refrigerators; washing machines and driers; coffee 
makers; cordless telephones; and sunglasses, among several other products.   

The U.S. administration is currently in talks with Mexican officials to create a new trucking program that will meet 
NAFTA rules.  Companies and industries affected by the retaliation are organizing to work together and with the 
governments to reach an agreement that will remove the tariffs.  The Curtis International Trade practice, with offices 
in Washington DC and Mexico City, represents clients and provides guidance in this effort.  To know if a certain 
product is included, or if you need more information or have any questions regarding compliance and interpretation 
of Mexico’s new tariff decree, please call us. 

Curtis’ International Trade practice provides clients with practical, cost-effective solutions to the trade issues that 
have become increasingly critical to business operations. Our clients include government entities as well as domestic 
and non-U.S.-based companies in an array of industries, including food products, consumer products, chemicals, 
energy and other commodities, and money service businesses. The group is active worldwide, and has particular 
experience in trade involving the United States, Mexico and Latin America. 

Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP is a leading international law firm.  Headquartered in New York, Curtis has 
14 offices in the United States, Mexico, Europe, the Middle East and Asia.  Curtis represents a wide range of clients, 
including multinational corporations and financial institutions, governments and state-owned companies, money 
managers, sovereign wealth funds, family owned businesses, individuals and entrepreneurs.    

Curtis’ worldwide practice includes corporate law, banking and finance, capital markets, private equity, mergers and 
acquisitions, project finance and infrastructure development, investment management, restructuring and insolvency, 
taxation, real estate, litigation and international arbitration. 

For more information about Curtis, please visit www.curtis.com.  
Attorney advertising. The material contained in this Client Alert is only a general review of the subjects covered and does not constitute legal 
advice.  No legal or business decision should be based on its contents. 

for further information: 

Washington D.C. Contact:    

bryan a. elwood 
curtis, mallet-prevost, colt & mosle llp 
1200 new hampshire ave. nw 
washington dc  2003 
e-mail: belwood@curtis.com 
tel: (202) 452-7325 
fax: (202) 452-7333 

Mexico City Contact: 
santiago corcuera or mauricio foeth 
curtis, mallet-prevost, colt & mosle s.c. 
ruben darío 281, piso 9 
col. bosque de chapultepec 
11580 méxico, d.f. 
tel: 011 (52 55) 5282-0444 
fax: 011 (52 55) 5282-0637 


